Deel and Randy O'Quinn claim that when O'Quinn and Kyle
Turner were asked to drag the explosives into the mine in per-
missible bags, they were ordered to do so because Taylor wanted
to retaliate against them for having been among the persons who
wanted Fields to stop hauling the powder on the tractor (Tr. 11;
40; 955).  Deel claims that Taylor should have ordered Fields
himself to drag the explosives in bags because it was a part of
his job as shot fireman to bring in the powder (Tr. 11; 40; 54-
55).  On the other hand, DOW claims that Randy O'Quinn and Kyle
Turner were asked to drag the powder because there are two roof-
bolting crews in the mine and that there are two people on each
crew, whereas Fields, the shot firer, works by himself and is
responsible for shooting from 16 to 20 places per shift (Tr.
760; 830).  Deel himself stated that the roof-bolting crews re-
mained caught up all the time and were ready to start bolting
in each place as soon as the scoops had finished cleaning up a
cut of coal (Tr. 33-34).

Deel's claim that Taylor objected to changing the method
of hauling the explosives on the tractor on the ground that they
had always done it that way was refuted by Fields and Randy
O'Quinn.  Fields said he began hauling powder on the tractor
after their permissible powder car was demolished when it was
run over by a scoop (Tr. 731).  Randy O'Quinn testified that he
and Deel had worked on the second shift in 1981 before the re-
duction in force occurred and that, during that time, Deel and
he worked on the same roof-bolting machine and did their own shot
firing and that they hauled the explosives at that time on top of
the roof-bolting machine (Tr. 963-964).  Hauling explosives on a
roof-bolting machine would cause the explosives to be very close
to the face prior to the installation of permanent roof supports,
whereas Fields1 tractor did not need to be close to the working
face until after permanent supports had been installed*

In view of the circumstances described above, I find that
DOW s claim that the hauling of powder was brought to the mine
foreman's attention by Fields is more credible than Deel's claim
that he was the person who first brought up the matter of haul-
ing powder on the tractor.  Moreover, I find that the roof-
bolting crews were chosen for sound reasons as the persons who
should drag the powder in permissible bags because they remained
caught up with their work and would have had more time to drag
powder* than Fields would have had because he had to prepare all
the explosives in each heading, whereas the roof-bolting crews
were able to divide the work of installing bolts among four
persons.

Belt-Bridging Incident

Deel alleges that one day the roof-bolting machine became
inoperative and that Stiltner, the section foreman, ordered him

2135sives on the tractor {Tr. 11).  Fields claims that he
